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-�Arnaldo Marcone, ‘A long late antiquity? Considerations on a controversial periodization’, 

JLA 1.1(2008), 4-19; Edward James, ‘The rise and function of the concept ‘late antiquity’’, 

ibid., 20-29; Clifford Ando, ‘Decline, fall and transformation’, ibid., 30 ff; cf e.g. Arnaldo 

Marcone, ‘La caduta di Roma all’inizio del III millenio’, in Paolo Desideri, Mauro Moggi, 

Mario Pani, eds., Antidoron. Studi in onore di Barbara Scardigli Forster (Pisa, 2007), 267-80, 

and many others. Critical of the Brown position: A. Giardina, ‘Esplosione di tardoantico’, Studi 

Storici 40 (1999), 157-80; id., ‘The transition to late antiquity’, in J. Scheidel, ed., Cambridge 

Economic History of the Graeco-Roman World (Cambridge, 2007), 743-68, and see the debate 

in Studi Storici 45 (2004). For the ‘long’ period, see Averil Cameron,‘The perception of crisis’, 
in Morfologie sociali e culturali in Europa fra tarda antichità e alto medioevo, 3-9 aprile 1997, 
Settimane di Studio del Centro Italiano di Studi sull’Alto Medioevo 45 (Spoleto, 1998), 9-34; 
however, some doubts as to its continuing appeal in the 21

st
 century are expressed in Averil 

Cameron, 'The 'long' late antiquity. A late-twentieth century model?', in T.P. Wiseman, ed., 
Classics in Progress, British Academy Centenary volume (Oxford, 2002), 165-91. In general 

the objections to the Brown model are that it is excessively cultural in emphasis, that it ignores 

the fall of the western empire and the role of barbarians, that it is insufficiently aware of 

evidence of economic decline, and of administrative issues. On the other hand, the idea of a 

clear ‘break’ between late antique and Islamic culture has been shown to be completely 

unfounded (for the archaeological evidence see Alan Walmsley, Early Islamic Syria. An 

Archaeological Assessment, London, 2007).      
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